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slaves, by speaking, writing, or printing, to rebel, was
punishable with death.

Reeder was removed from office by President Pierce
on the 15th of August, and Wilson Shannon, a former
governor of Ohio, was appointed as his successor.

The Free State men held a convention at Topeka in
October, 1855, and framed a state constitution, to be
submitted to a popular vote, looking to admission to the
Union. This was equivalent merely to a petition to
Congress, but it was stigmatized as an act of rebellion by
the pro-slavery party.

On the 24th of January, 1856, President Pierce sent a
special message to Congress on the subject of the dis-
turbance in Kansas. He alluded to the "angry accusa-
tions that illegal votes had been polled," and to the
"imputations of fraud and violence"; but he relied upon
the fact that the governor had admitted some members
and rejected others and that each legislative assembly
had undoubted authority to determine, in the last
resort, the election and qualification of its own members.
Thus a principle intended to apply to a few exceptional
cases of dispute was stretched to cover a case where all
the seats had been obtained by fraud and usurpation.
"For all present purposes," he added feebly, the "legis-
lative body thus constituted and elected was the legiti-
mate assembly of the Territory."

This message was referred to the Senate Committee
on Territories. On the 12th of March, Senator Douglas
submitted a report from the committee, and Senator
Collamer, of Vermont, submitted a minority report.
This was the occasion of the first passage-at-arms
between Douglas and his new colleague. The report was
not merely a general endorsement of President Pierce's
contention that it was impossible to go behind the returnsfice, even that of notary public,
